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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Physically Active Question 17 

 
 

 
Q17:  Write a report to inform your class about the importance of being physically active. 
 

Code                                     Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in 
English  
OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the 
task, drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) 
OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt 
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 
 

 10 
 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization* is random with no links between ideas. Response has a 
limited relationship to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

20 
 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization* is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly 
related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 30 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and 
supporting details. Organization is simple or mechanical with adequate links 
between ideas. Response is clearly related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 40 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and 
relevant ideas and supporting details. Organization is logical and coherent 
with effective links between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to 
the assigned task. 
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Code 10 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited (e.g., you get fat…if 
not you’ll be really lazy) and unclear (e.g., is a good thing). The details provided are vague and 
repetitive and the ideas are not developed. Response has a limited relationship to the assigned 
task. 
 

 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Physically Active Question 17 

 
 
 

Code 20 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response is minimally developed with few simple ideas on the positive effects (e.g., 
it ceeps your heart going…helps you stay healthy…can give you strenght) and little information 
on how to be active (e.g., get out side and play a sport). Organization is minimal with weak links 
between ideas (e.g., it ceeps…and it helps…it also can…So dont). Response is partly related to 
the assigned task. 

 
 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Physically Active Question 17 

 
 

Code 30 
 

 
 
 
Annotation: Response has a clear focus; adequately developed with ideas and information on 
the positive effects (e.g., you will have more stamina…participate in more school activitys…make 
you run fast…help you from getting tired) and supporting details (e.g., not get tired in a short 
walk…soccer, baseball, basketball…If your dog runs away…). Organization is simple with  
adequate links between ideas (e.g., simple opening and closing statements; 
Firstly,…Secondly,…Thats why…). Response is clearly related to the assigned task. 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Physically Active Question 17 

 
 

Code 40 
 

 
 
Annotation: Response has a clear focus and is well developed with sufficient specific ideas on 
why and how to be active (e.g., population is growing less active…causes obecity…often causes 
heart attacks… can help you do better in school…going for walks…joining sports teams.) and 
relevant supporting details on the effects (e.g., it is stored as fat…Many people lose loved 
ones…they would lower their risk…refreshes your mind…able to think clearly). Organization is 
logical and ideas flow clearly (e.g., opening and closing paragraphs; Firstly,…so that you are 
able…and just leaves you…In conclusion). Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned 
task. 

 



 
Scoring Guide for Short Writing – Conventions 

Physically Active Question 17 
 

 

Code Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not 
written in English  
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 

 10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication 
OR 
Insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions 
 

 
 20 

 
Errors in conventions do not interfere with communication 
 

 
 30 

 
Conventions are used appropriately to communicate 
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Physically Active Question 17 
 

 
 

 
Code 10 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., omission of beginning and end 
punctuation creating many run ons; incorrect spelling of familiar words and contractions: haved, 
turen, strechis, wile, Dont, fings) that interfere with communication. Response does not 
demonstrate the use of expected conventions. 
 



 
Scoring Guide for Short Writing – Conventions 

Physically Active Question 17 
 

 

Code 20 
 

 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., is attempting to write compound 
sentences, but all necessary commas are missing; incorrect end punctuation: missing question 
mark, one run on sentence; improper wording: alot of you TV time; When kids weight…) that do 
not interfere with communication. Response demonstrates the use of some expected 
conventions. 
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Physically Active Question 17 
 

 
 

Code 30 
 

 
 
 
 

Annotation: Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., correct beginning 
and end punctuation throughout; correct use of comma in subordinate clauses and after 
Firstly,…Also,…Lastly,…; mainly correct spelling throughout). Some errors may exist (e.g., 
incorrect spelling: physicaly, wont). Response demonstrates control of expected conventions. 
 

 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
Q24 You are an explorer who has discovered the opening of the cave used by an ancient 
civilization. Write a story describing your adventure. 

 
 

Code                                     Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in 
English  
OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the 
task, drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) 
OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt 
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 
 

 10 
 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization* is random with no links between ideas. Response has a 
limited relationship to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

20 
 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization* is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly 
related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 30 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and 
supporting details. Organization* is simple or mechanical with adequate 
links between ideas. Response is clearly related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 40 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and 
relevant ideas and supporting details. Organization* is logical and coherent 
with effective links between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to 
the assigned task. 
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Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
 

Code 10 
 

 
 
Annotation: Response is not developed; ideas and information about what was seen are limited 
(e.g., it was pitch black…there were bats…) and vague (e.g., I saw ancient righting…thousands 
of pictures and words… saw a bunch of mad people). Organization is a simple series that ends 
abruptly. Response does not develop character or plot. Response has a limited relationship to the 
assigned task. 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
 

Code 20 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
continued 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Annotation: Response is minimally developed with a few simple ideas and supporting details 
about the discovery of the cave and the adventure inside (e.g., walking in the jungle…when I saw 
a rock… smell some food… walked in a little deeper…carvings and animal skin…walked in a little 
more…some blankets and wood…made a nice comfertabe bed…fell asleep). Organization is 
minimal with weak links between ideas (e.g., When I got in…I walked in… I advanced…I quickly 
hurried…so I used…). Response is partly related to the assigned task. 
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Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
 

Code 30 
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Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Annotation: Response has a clear focus; adequately developed with ideas and supporting details 
about the adventure that led to the discovery (e.g., a fabulous day for a hike!...explore in a new 
area…packed a map, compass, camra…feeling good about these woods…a lot more trees and larger 
rocks…I stoped at a larg rock and sat down) and inside the cave (e.g., you could fit 3-5 people in it…It 
was markings!...I grabbed my camra…After about 10 picturs…I was going to show everyone). 
Organization is simple with adequate links between ideas (e.g., One bright sunny morning…As I 
reached the woods…As I was eating my apple…So I ran back…). Response is clearly related to the 
assigned task. 
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Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 

 
 

               Code 40 

 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Cave Adventure - Question 24 

 
 
 
 
continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  Response has a clear focus; well developed with sufficient specific ideas about the 
adventure inside the cave (e.g., the cave had been used by the Ancient Mesopotamians…I found, 
carved against the vast walls drawings…Soon we came to a row of stalagmites…Once it was safe 
we headed back in…The tomb of a Lugal…stood before me) and relevant supporting details (e.g., 
discovery of a lifetime…carved by ancient priests…I could still take memory photos…the stalagmites 
started to shake…they completely crumbled…hoping to escape the chaos…I heard a little whimper 
from the darkness…vases and pots scattered…any explorers dream…loading up the last of the 
treasures…). Organization is logical with effective links between ideas (e.g., Not long after we set 
off…”What was that Poppy?” I asked…Soon we came to a row…There was another loud 
rumble…Luckily Poppy and I…”What is it pup? I ask…). Response has a thorough relationship to 
the assigned task. 



 
Scoring Guide for Long Writing – Conventions 

Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 

Code Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not 
written in English  
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent1 communication 
 

 
 

 10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere2 with communication 
OR 
Insufficient evidence3 to assess the use of conventions 
 

 
 20 

 
Errors in conventions do not interfere4 with communication 
 

 
 

 30 

 
Conventions are used appropriately5 to communicate 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Scoring Guide for Long Writing – Conventions 

Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 

 

Code 10 

 
 

 
 
Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., omission of most beginning and end 
punctuation creating run ons; incorrect contractions: cant, its, theres; there instead of they’re; 
spelling errors: defrent, wepons, waitever, eteanal) that interfere with communication. Response 
does not demonstrate the use of expected conventions. 
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Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Code 20
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Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 
 
continued 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrect verb tense: What ever happen; our plane 
landing; She look very sick; misplaced capitals: But, In; spelling errors: fet, anciant, goverment, ourself; the 
response is written in mainly simple sentences) that do not interfere with communication. Response 
demonstrates the use of some expected conventions. 
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Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 
 
 
 
 

               Code 30
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Scoring Guide for Long Writing – Conventions 

Cave Adventure Question 24 
 

 
continued 

 
 

Annotation: Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., correct beginning and 
end punctuation; a variety of end punctuation; correct use of comma in introductory phrases, in a 
series; correctly punctuated quotations; correct verb tense throughout; correct spelling throughout). 
Some errors may exist (e.g., incorrect verb tense: I had got; incorrect verb: There was undiscovered 
rocks). Response demonstrates control of expected conventions. 
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