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Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
Q23: Write a story in which someone’s life is changed for the better after receiving a letter in the mail. 
 

Code                                     Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in 
English  
OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the 
task, drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) 
OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt 
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 
 

 10 
 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization* is random with no links between ideas. Response has a 
limited relationship to the assigned task.** 
 

 
 

20 
 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization* is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly 
related to the assigned task.** 
 

 
 

 30 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and 
supporting details. Organization* is simple or mechanical with adequate 
links between ideas. Response is clearly related to the assigned task.** 
 

 
 

 40 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and 
relevant ideas and supporting details. Organization* is logical and coherent 
with effective links between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to 
the assigned task.** 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annotation: 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited (e.g., …you see a mail 
truck…you get a package…you see money…you see 100,000,000$). Organization is random. 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued… 

 

Annotation:  
Response is minimally developed with a few ideas (e.g., …he won a trip to Las Vegas!; 
…started packing; …Joe told everybody he knew.; He got on the plane and waited.; …was 
dumbfounded by how colourful the place was.; …knew he was going to have a great time.). 
Organization is minimal (e.g., He got on the plane; the plane took off; The first thing Joe saw). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

30 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
Continued… Code

30 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response is has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting details (e.g., 
…she needed a new bike.; …had to grab the Sportcheck flyer…spotted the best bike she had 
ever seen!; …she would have to pay for it; …needed $50.00 more; …a letter from her 
grandma; …found that $50.00.). Organization is simple with adequate links between ideas 
(e.g., There once was…; One day Lily…; And from that day on…). 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 

 Code
40 

 

 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing Topic Development 
Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
Continued… Code

40 
 

 

Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas and 
supporting details (e.g., …Noah loved to act.; …longed for a chance to audition for a television 
show; You and your family have one a free trip to Hollywood!; …he really wanted to audition for 
the part of Miles; After a few deep breaths, he was ready.; …what he disered most, had just 
been fulfilled.). Organization is logical with effective links between ideas (e.g., As Noah’s father 
was…; After a few deep breaths…). 

 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
Q23: Write a story in which someone’s life is changed for the better after receiving a letter in the mail. 
 

Code Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not 
written in English  
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent1 communication 
 

 
 

 10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere2 with communication 
OR 
Insufficient evidence3 to assess the use of conventions 
 

 
 20 

 
Errors in conventions do not interfere4 with communication 
 

 
 30 

 
Conventions are used appropriately5 to communicate 
 

                                                 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., misspelled words: mabe, excitful,collage, excitment; 
omission of punctuation to indicate sentences within the response, omission of quotations to 
indicate speech: Jake said I mabe what… ) that interfere with communication. 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued… 

 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., misspelled words: atleast, buissiness; omission of 
punctuation to indicate speech: …he said do you want to work for my company) that do not 
interfere with communication. 
 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 

 Code
30 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Scoring Guide for Long Writing - Conventions 
                                        Story (Letter in the Mail) Question 23 

 
 
 Code

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued… 

 
 
 
 
 

Annotation: 
Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., subordinate clauses: 
Well sir, we got that…; punctuation for speech: John went to the store manager and 
asked, “Excuse me, but where did you get those solar powered leaf blowers?”; 
prepositions: …until finally he just gave up…). 




