
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics:  
Junior Division 
 
 
 

Released 2008 Assessment: Language 2, Writing 
Rubrics and Sample Student Responses  
with Annotations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

EQAO, 2 Carlton Street, Suite 1200, Toronto, ON  M5B 2M9 • 1-888-327-7377 • Web site: www.eqao.com • © 2008 Queen’s Printer for Ontario 



 
Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt  

Long Writing (Adventure Story) Question 23 
 

 
Generic Writing Rubric – Topic Development  

 

Code Descriptor 
 

B 
 
 Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 

 

I 

 Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in 
English OR 

 Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the 
task, drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) OR 

 Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt OR 
 Errors in conventions prevent communication 

10 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization is random with no links between ideas. Response has a limited 
relationship to the assigned task. 

20 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly 
related to the assigned task. 

30 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting 
details. Organization is simple or mechanical with adequate links between ideas. 
Response is clearly related to the assigned task. 

40 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant 
ideas and supporting details. Organization is logical and coherent with effective 
links between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
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Code 
10 
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Long Writing (Adventure Story) Question 23 
 

 
 
(cont’d) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response is not developed; ideas are limited and unclear (e.g., …My friends and I walked 
down a road and it looked cool…..we went on an saw a bunny….). Organization is random 
with no links between ideas (e.g.,…we saw really weird trees? But we went on till….So we 
all walked back home talked to my friends on msn…). 
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Code 
20 
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(cont’d) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response is minimally developed with few ideas (e.g., lists ideas:  they found a lot of cool 
stuff…they had a picnic…we decided to play in the jungle jim…). Organization is minimal 
with weak links between ideas (e.g., …Tori found…Ashley found…Maddy found….Sarah 
found…I found…After that…After the jungle….Then we went…they went….Then they 
decided…). 
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Code 
30 
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(cont’d) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting details (e.g., So 
we decided to cool off and go swimming It was very refreshing…). Organization is simple or 
mechanical (e.g., One day…After a little while…Right after….). Response is clearly related to 
the assigned task.  
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Code 
40 
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Long Writing (Adventure Story) Question 23 
 

 
 
(cont’d) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas  
(e.g., Since we all went to different schools…. we heard a gasp followed by a shriek…Luckily,  
I always brought a first aid with me ….). Organization is logical and coherent with effective links 
between ideas (e.g., All of a sudden…For some reason…reason… Then….Luckily….Also….It 
was then…). Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
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Generic Writing Rubric – Use of Conventions 
 

Code Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not 
written in English OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication OR 
Insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions 
 

20 
 
Errors in conventions do not interfere with communication 
 

30 
 
Conventions are used appropriately to communicate 
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Code 
10 
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(cont’d) 
 
 

 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrect spelling of familiar words: in kase, sids, 
dame…; use of capitals…It was A fine summer day….; omission of punctuation) that interfere 
with communication. 
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Code 
20 
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(cont’d) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrect spelling of familiar words: mintue, choclate, 
worte; misuse of capitals: …tennis It…but In…; errors in verb tenses) that do not interfere with 
communication. 
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Code 
30 
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(cont’d) 
 
 

 

Annotation:  
Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., conjunctions, subject pronouns, 
subordinate clauses, verb tenses). Some errors exist (e.g., Luckly, oppiste; omission of comma 
after introductory words or phrases). 
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