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Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Book Sale Question 13 

 
 

 
Q13: Write an announcement to read to your class advertising a book sale that is taking place in 
your school. 

 
 

Code                                     Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in 
English  
OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the 
task, drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) 
OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt 
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 
 

 10 
 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization* is random with no links between ideas. Response has a 
limited relationship to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

20 
 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization* is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly 
related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 30 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and 
supporting details. Organization is simple or mechanical with adequate links 
between ideas. Response is clearly related to the assigned task. 
 

 
 

 40 
 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and 
relevant ideas and supporting details. Organization is logical and coherent 
with effective links between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to 
the assigned task. 
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Code 10 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited (e.g., we wan’t kids to 
have something to do in the Summer) about the sale. All important details are missing. Response 
has a limited relationship to the assigned task. 
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Code 20 
 
 

 
 

 
Annotation: Response is minimally developed with a few simple ideas about the sale (e.g., very 
low costs…easy books, hard books…book are fun to read) and little information (e.g., the book 
sale of the year!). Organization is minimal with weak links between the ideas (e.g., This year…We 
have…So don’t…). Response is partly related to the assigned task. 
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Code 30 
 

 
 
Annotation: Response has a clear focus; adequately developed with ideas (e.g., outside of the 
gym doors…12:00pm to 2:00 pm…June 12…a wide variaty of) and supporting details (e.g., 
novels…two dollars…picture books…a dollar…joke books, sad stories…reasonable price!...book-
marks…Any colour). Organization is simple with adequate links (e.g., There is…We garentee 
you…But if you don’t like…But wait…So come on down). Response is clearly related to the 
assigned task. 
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Code 40 
 

 
 
 

Annotation: Response has a clear focus; well developed with sufficient specific ideas and 
relevant supporting details about the sale (e.g., Tuesday June 1st…novels, paperbacks…rulers, 
stencils…all new “Diary of a Wimpy Kid”…available here first…special draw for an iPod 
Touch…Raffle tickets are $15 each…draw will be on Friday). Organization is logical with effective 
links between ideas (e.g., Listen up…We will be…The first one…You can only come…So do you 
want…). Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
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Book Sale Question 13 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Code Descriptor 

 
B 

 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

 
 
I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not 
written in English  
OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

 
 

 10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication 
OR 
Insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions 
 

 
 20 

 
Errors in conventions do not interfere with communication 
 

 
 30 

 
Conventions are used appropriately to communicate 
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Code 10 

 
 

 
 
Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., omission of all beginning and end 
punctuation creating one long run on; connects all ideas with “and”; misplaced commas: today, 
it’s…you, won’t; incorrect spelling of familiar words: remeber, wont) that interfere with 
communication. Response does not demonstrate the use of expected conventions. 
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Code 20 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Annotation: Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrectly beginning sentences with 
“And”; last sentence is incomplete; missing capitals: twilight saga; missing comma in subordinate 
clause; spelling error: libaray) that do not interfere with communication. Response demonstrates 
the use of some expected conventions. 
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Code 30 
 

 

Annotation: : Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., correct beginning 
and end punctuation; a variety of end punctuation; correct use of capitals; correct use of comma 
in a series and with subordinate clauses; correct spelling throughout). Some errors may exist 
(e.g., missing commas: books but…;So if…). Response demonstrates control of expected 
conventions. 
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