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Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 

Generic Writing Rubric – Topic Development  
 

Code Descriptor 
 

B 
 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

I  

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in English OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the task, 
drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

10 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization is random with no links between ideas. Response has a limited 
relationship to the assigned task. 
 

20 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly related to 
the assigned task. 
 

30 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting details. 
Organization is simple or mechanical with adequate links between ideas. Response is 
clearly related to the assigned task. 
 

40 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas 
and supporting details. Organization is logical and coherent with effective links 
between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
 

 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
10 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response is not developed because the ideas are limited and unclear (e.g., …fall and wenter is 
cold summer and wennir are not the same it is hot…, …spring you can go in your pool…). 
Organization is random (e.g., The student continually changes comparison of seasons, 
referring to summer and spring, then fall and winter, then summer and then spring etc…). 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
20 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response is minimally developed with few ideas (e.g., Wintre and fall…there are not a lot of 
leaves.). Organization is minimal with weak links between ideas (e.g., I am going to describe…, 
I am also going to compare…). 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response is adequately developed with ideas and supporting details (e.g.,  Spring is usually 
chilly and wet. But it is the season of blooming for most plants.). Organization is mechanical 
(e.g., Let’s start at Spring…, Now lets’ talk about summer.). 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
40 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas 
(e.g., …bee’s and bugs start to come out.,  …hunt for food has begun again for animals 
that hibernate, …all of the flowers start to close their petals as the winter… ). Organization 
is logical and coherent (e.g.,  In the spring…, All the bee’s…, Also the hunt…) with 
effective links between ideas.  
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 

Generic Writing Rubric – Use of Conventions 
 

 

Code Descriptor 
 

B 
 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in English OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication OR 
Insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions 
 

20 
 
Errors in conventions do not interfere with communication 
 

30 
 
Conventions are used appropriately to communicate 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
10 

 

 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrect spelling of familiar words: liet, Brez, 
rabit’s etc…; omission of punctuation) that interfere with communication. 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
20 

 

 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., incorrect spelling of familiar words: and other,  
hotest, colourfull, leafs; misuse of capitals; prepositions) that do not interfere with 
communication. 
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Short Writing (Ontario’s Seasons) Question 13 

 
 
 

Code 
30 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Annotation:  
Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., conjunctions; subject 
pronouns; subordinate clauses; present, past and future verb tenses). Some errors exist (e.g., 
bloming; comma before and or but in compound sentences to join principal clauses) 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 

Generic Writing Rubric – Topic Development  
 

Code Descriptor 
 

B 
 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

I  

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in English OR 
Irrelevant content: does not attempt assigned prompt (e.g., comment on the task, 
drawings, “?”, “!”, “I don’t know”) OR 
Off topic: no relationship of written work to assigned prompt OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

10 

 
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited and unclear. 
Organization is random with no links between ideas. Response has a limited 
relationship to the assigned task. 
 

20 

 
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information.  
Organization is minimal with weak links between ideas. Response is partly related to 
the assigned task. 
 

30 

 
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting details. 
Organization is simple or mechanical with adequate links between ideas. Response is 
clearly related to the assigned task. 
 

40 

 
Response has a clear focus, well-developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas 
and supporting details. Organization is logical and coherent with effective links 
between ideas. Response has a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
 

 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
10 

 

 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response is not developed; ideas and information are limited (e.g.,  …name it after me.). 
Response has a limited relationship to the assigned task (e.g.,  I just found a new land,…). 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
20 

 

 
 
 
 Annotation:  
Response is minimally developed with few ideas and little information (e.g., I will invite millions 
of people…,  I have called 200 people! I hope this works out.). Organization is minimal with 
weak links between ideas (e.g., I have invited 1 billion…, …we only have 1 million…, Today 
found billions…). Response is partly related to the assigned task. 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, adequately developed with ideas and supporting details (e.g., 
…covered in tree’s. There is a big lake going through…., It’s more like a hut then a house.). 
Organization is simple (e.g., Today I found …, Today I built…,). Response is clearly related to 
the assigned task. 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
40 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has a clear focus, well developed with sufficient specific and relevant ideas 
(e.g., Today we started looking for food or new items that we can give to the King or 
Queen…). Organization is logical and coherent (e.g., Ship wrecked on new land, looks for 
food for survival, meets new “creature”, makes friends and decides to stay). Response has 
a thorough relationship to the assigned task. 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 

Generic Writing Rubric – Use of Conventions 
 

Code Descriptor 
 

B 
 
Blank: nothing written or drawn in the space provided 
 

I 

 
Illegible: cannot be read; completely crossed out / erased; not written in English OR 
Errors in conventions prevent communication 
 

10 

 
Errors in conventions interfere with communication OR 
Insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions 
 

20 
 
Errors in conventions do not interfere with communication 
 

30 
 
Conventions are used appropriately to communicate 
 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
10 

 

 
 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., never seen; omission of punctuation; inconsistent 
use of present, past and future verbs; incorrect spelling of familiar words) that interfere with 
communication. 



 

Scoring Guide for Writing Prompt 
Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
20 

 

 
 
 

Annotation:  
Response has errors in conventions (e.g., omission or misuse of punctuation; incorrect spelling 
of familiar words: hole, Wear) that do not interfere with communication. 
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Short Writing (Explorer’s Diary) Question 14 

 
 
 

Code 
30 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Annotation:  
Response uses conventions appropriately to communicate (e.g., subordinate clause: Even 
when it rains…; personal subject and object pronouns; correct spelling of familiar words). Some 
errors exist (e.g., omission of capitals: nothing but perfect; commas after an introductory word 
or phrase). 
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